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TaE WorkING LiFE oF WOMEN.

It is still the custom in some quarters to assert that “the proper
sphere for women is the home,” and to assume that a decree of
Providence or a natural law has marked off and separated the duties
of men and women. Man, it is said, is the economic support and
protector of the family, woman is its watchful guardian and nurse ;
whence it follows that the wife must be maintained by her husband in
order to give her whole time to home and children. The present
paper does not attempt to discuss what is in theory the highest life
for women ; whether the majority of women can ever realize their
fullest life outside the family, or whether an intelligent wife and
mother has not on the whole, other things equal, more scope for the
development of her personality than any single woman can possibly
have. The question I am here concerned with relates to the actual
position of the women themselves. Is it the lot of all women, or
even of a large majority of women, to have their material needs
provided for them so that they can reserve themselves for the duties
that tend to conserve the home and family ?

Let us see what the Census has to tell uson the subject. We
find that in 1901 there were in round numbers 15,729,000 men and
boys, and 16,799,000 women and girls, in England and Wales. - This
means that there are 1,070,000 more women than men, and if we
omit all children under fiftcen there are about 110 women to every
100 men. This surplus of women has increased slowly but steadily
in every Census since 1841 ; that is to say, in 1841 there were in
every 1,000 persons 489 males, and 511 females ; but in 1901 there
were in every 1,000, 484 males, and 516 females.

The disproportionate numbers of women are no doubt partly due
to the Imperial needs which compel a large number of men to
emigrate to our actual or potential colonies and dependencies. It is
impossible to say how many are thus to be accounted for, probably
not a very large proportion, save in the upper classes. The Census
shows figures for the army, navy, and merchant seamen serving
abroad, but if these are added to the population of the United
Kingdom the excess of women is still considerable. There seems to
be no means of estimating the numbers of men who are absent on
private business.

The main cause of the surplus of women seems to be their lower
death-rate, and this is popularly accounted for as the advantage
resulting to women from their comparatively sheltered life and less
exposure to accident and occupational disease. This assumption no-
doubt accounts for some part of the difference ; women do not work
on railways or as general laborers, or usually in the most unhealthy







